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very well for communalists to arouse fear of Hindu domi-
nation in a young and minority-conscious Muslim looking
for a job in the cities of industrial and professional India.
It is quite a different matter when those communalists have
come to the North-West Frontier, where the peasants have
learned that co-operation is better than competition, and
where anyway there are no Hindus in sight. Besides, the
idea that Pa bans should be afraid of anyone is rather
laughable.
The Ahrar Party
In 1930, the time of Civil Disobedience, various Muslim
leaders in the Punjab organized the * Ahrar' party as a
nationalist and Muslim group. It re-expressed something
of the old Khilafatist-movement tradition: an ardent and
explicitly Muslim enthusiasm for liberty. It grew among
men who had been alienated from the Khilafat organization
since the latter deserted nationalism and turned quite re-
actionary. It grew also among men who were being alienated
from the Congress, in an increasingly communalist India.
During 1930 and 1932 the AhrSrs worked side by side with
the Congress in the Civil Disobedience movement They
worked hard and well, making many sacrifices, and contribut-
ing a good deal to the nationalist struggle. We have already
noticed that during this period many of the Punjab Muslim
Congress workers left the Congress and joined the AhrSr
group. The party by its activities attracted many Muslims,
leaders and followers. It gained the respect of many more,
and of non-Muslims also. The Congress could not but
admire its effectiveness, though it regretted the communal
tinge.
Steadily, fervently, inspiredly, the Ahrars played their
noble part in the fight of a subject people for its freedom.
Against the brutal exploitation of the alien imperialism, an
exploitation that impoverished the body and impoverished
the soul, this group like many another set its face; and
called for a mighty endeavour to build for man a better world.